
                 

                                 About Lise Pearlman, Author of  The Sky’s The Limit  

Lise Pearlman was an undergraduate at Yale University in its first class including women. Pearlman moved to the 

Bay Area in 1971 for law school at U. C. Berkeley’s Boalt Hall where she was a member of the Law Review and 

graduated Order of the Coif. She has spent most of her adult life in Oakland where the 

1968 murder trial of Huey Newton took place. Pearlman later clerked for California 

Chief Justice Donald Wright and taught for a year at Stanford Law School before a 13-

year career in Oakland as a business litigator. In 1984 she won recognition as the first 

woman managing partner of an established California law firm. In 1989, the California 

Supreme Court selected Pearlman as the first Presiding Judge of its new State Bar Court. 

Since 1995, she has been a private arbitrator and mediator with Alternative Resolution 

Centers (arc4adr.com). In 1998, she chaired the Oakland Public Ethics Commission. A 

past President of Women Lawyers of Alameda County, Pearlman was also elected to a 

three-year term on the statewide Board of California Women Lawyers.  Pearlman has 

previously co-produced two films by videographer Abby Ginzberg on pioneering minority women judges. In 2006, 

she was honored for her work in the community by the Bay Area Minority Bar Coalition. 

                                                              About the book  

The Sky’s The Limit: People v. Newton, The Real Trial of the 20
th

 Century? [Regent Press 2012], 

winner of the 2013 USA Book News International Book Award for Law, Finalist for U.S. 

History and 2012 IBPA Benjamin Franklin Silver Medal Award for Multiculturalism. An early 

morning shootout between Black Panther leader Huey Newton and two Oakland policemen put 

Newton on trial for his life in the volatile summer of 1968. The accused revolutionary put 

America itself on trial for 400 years of racism. The defense focused international attention on a 

superpower rocked by two political assassinations and bitterly divided over the Vietnam War and 

the Civil Rights Movement. At the time, the FBI named the Panthers the greatest internal threat 

to America’s security. Panther Party spokesman Eldridge Cleaver predicted warfare in the nation’s streets if Newton 

were condemned to die. The author contends the diverse jury’s surprising verdict still reverberates today—had it 

turned out otherwise Barack Obama would likely not be President. 

“This thorough text stands apart. . . . It deserves a place on the shelf of anyone interested in legal studies, the 

radical social movements of the 1960s, or African American studies.                  

                           Alyssa Vincent, The Library Journal, Vol. 137, Issue 3, p.116, Feb. 15, 2012.  

Racism is ingrained in America’s birth, and it has been a long fight against it ever since. [In] “The Sky’s the Limit: 

People v. Newton, The Real Trial of the 20
th

 Century?’ former Judge Lise Pearlman argues that this court case . . . 

allowed America to eventually elect its first non-white president.  . . . a fascinating look at this very important case 

of the twentieth century.   

 

                           James A. Cox, Editor-in-Chief, Midwest Book Review,  Wisconsin Bookwatch,  

March 2012 www.midwestbookreview.com  

 

What a phenomenal book!  . . .  an essential resource . . . for engaging . . .  students in exploring key social questions 

of the past century.       

Deborah Menkart, Executive Director, Teaching for Change, Washington, D.C.       

http://www.midwestbookreview.com/

